Minutes of the BCS General Body meeting Feb 12, 2011

Mr. Prabar Ghosh, President BCS Executive Committee, 2011 chaired the GB meeting with more than 150 attendee beginning at 12:45 PM February 12, 2011 at the ICC building discussing following agenda items:
1. Opening remarks:

· EC members and the youth coordinators were introduced; 
· President EC expressed gratitude to all BCS members for having faith in them in running the society for the year 2011.
· Thanked the members for their help in organization of Saraswati Pujo

· The EC decided to give a special thought about the kids’ menu during the events all through 2011, taking into account suggestions from the Youth coordinators and children from the society.
2. Approval of the last GB meeting:
· An approval motion was proposed, seconded and passed for the minutes of the last GB meeting, held on Dec 18, 2010 and conducted by Mr. Debabrata Ghosh, President BCS EC, 2010. 
3. Rabindra jayanti and Nazrul jayanti as separate events this year
· The EC proposed for an exclusive Rabindra Jayanti program on a proposed date Saturday May 7, 2011 commemorating the 150th birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore. 

· The theme of this special program will be – “Vishwamanab Rabindranath”; and besides BCS members other non-Bengali Indians, Bangladeshis and other non-Indian individual(s) and/or organization will be invited.

· The committee proposed for a separate Nazrul Jayanti program on Saturday June 04, 2011 at ICC.
· Mr. Biman Ghosh proposed that the EC may conduct a survey by email to get the members’ response before taking any decision. 

· President EC appreciated the proposal but pointed out that this may delay in plan and preparation of the event; as previously the response to the BCS emails on different issues were not encouraging. 
· Mrs. Anupa John asked whether there will be extra expenditure for these events  

· President EC responded that there won’t be extra expenditure for Auditorium and rehearsals. For the dinner the invited performers and their families won’t be charged but other participants should be charged at the non-member rates for the event. 

· People on the floor were requested to vote on the proposal by raising their hands. 
· The proposal passed by a majority vote from the floor
· For the proposal - 35 votes
· Against the proposal - 9 votes 
· Mr. Biman Ghosh also requested members to give it a thought of the fact keeping food (lunch, dinner) away from the cultural event(s) which could be advantageous financially favoring more cultural programs. - No comments or suggestion on this issue from the floor.
4. Special summer program

· The executive committee discussed about the names of different probable artists and groups for the Special Summer program on July 9, 2011 before selecting the renowned singer Srikanto Acharya from India.
· The EC expecting that variety songs from Srikanto Acharya will be appealing to a significant number of people from the society.  
· The EC expecting also that this program would generate a financial profit that could increase the BCS fund at the end of the year.

· President EC announced an Advisory committee comprising following BCS members to help the EC in organizing the special program
Ms. Subha Sen 

Mr. Sunil Dutta

Mrs. Jayati Rakhit

Mr. Biman Ghosh

Mr. Jayanta Mukharjee   

5. “Disaster fund” update:
· A proposal committee was formed including:
Mr. Jaharul Haque (Representative from BCS EC, 2011)

Mr. Smarajit Bandyopadhyay

Ms. Meera Chatterjee
Mr. Debabrata Ghosh

· The Committee will discuss about the three aspects of the ‘fund’
· Definition 
· Goal 
· Execution Procedure 
· The report of this committee will be distributed to the members through EC for review.  The issue will be discussed in the next GB meeting. 
6. Scholarship Committee update:

· A tireless heartfelt ten years effort of the scholarship committee members and contribution from all the donors assisted raising approximately $60,000 in Scholarship Committee Fund reaching very close to the achievement goal of $60,000.
· Access Bank and State Bank of India were contacted to get the rule and requirements for transferring fund from US bank to an Indian bank and open a high interest rupees account benefitting earning more money for the scholarship fund.  

· Mr. Brojesh Pakrashi chairman of the scholarship committee mentioned that ‘the Scholarship Fund’ is not closed and will never be closed to the willing donors. He also mentioned that other emergency fund like ‘disaster fund’ may be generated for emergency financial need. 

· Mr. Brojesh Pakrashi gave a power point presentation showing letters from monks of Ramakrishna and Sarada Mission. The presentation also included list of recipients, their family income and their performances in board- and University-examinations.
· President EC informed members that Mr.Brojesh Pakrashi and Mr. Ajit Patra wanted to retire from the Scholarship Committee. 
· Mr. Pakrashi and Mr. Patra agreed to a request to continue until the issue of the fund-transfer is resolved. 
· Mr. Debabrata Ghosh and Mr. Supriyo Pyne replaced Mrs. Bhaswati Bandyopadhyay and Mr. Prabar Ghosh in the committee
7. Cultural Evening (s)
· The EC proposed for a few cultural events (such as Karaoke nights, Kids’ Talent show, shruti utsav, seminar etc) to be organized by the volunteers (groups or individuals) from the members of the society. The executive committee will not have any responsibility about the production of those events except providing the logistics support. 
· Mrs. Sapna Banerjee liked the proposal; Quoting her – “uttom prostab”.
· No other comments or suggestion were made from the floor.
8. Miscellaneous 

· Members are requested to browse NABC website for the upcoming Banga Sammelan, July 1-3, 2011 in Baltimore  

· Mr. Prabar Ghosh informed the members about different events organized by the Cleveland Museum of Art such as dance program by Nritygram dancers from India and exhibition of Kalighat Paintings.
